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May 22, 2020


Dear Molalla Families,


I live near what I believe is a bald eagle’s nest high up in a tree not too far from 
my home.  I feel fortunate to get to see symbols of our nation flying above, and I 
even get to hear their calls occasionally.  Although I'm not certain, I also imagine 
there might be eaglets up in that nest, and it gives me hope for the future.  


As I watched one of the bald eagles in flight earlier today, a great symbol of our 
country, I was also reminded that we are approaching Memorial Day this holiday 
weekend.  As we remember those who have died while serving our country in 
the U.S. military, I am also reminded to be grateful for the opportunities I have 
been afforded.  Things may feel very different right now, but I hope you can join 
me with gratitude for the freedoms that are bestowed upon each one of us 
because of the sacrifice paid by those that we honor this holiday weekend.  Be 
well.


In Gratitude,




Highlights in this Weeks Update: 
Celebrating the Class of 2020 
Four MHS students will be honored with Oregon Seal of Biliteracy 
Clarkes Elementary Seismic Upgrades 
Help With Groceries?- P-EBT Benefits 
Kindergarten Registrations 
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Molalla High School Class of 2020 marks their commencement date with a 
Celebration Parade on Saturday June 6th at 1pm 


Our seniors, dressed in their caps and gowns, will assemble at the high school 
to begin a vehicle parade throughout our community.  Let’s show these 
graduates some Molalla Pride, by cheering them on along the parade route.  If 
you live along the parade route,  we encourage you to grab some chairs, make 
some signs and celebrate these seniors from your front yard or driveways.  If 
you do not live along the parade route, the parade will be passing right by the 

Middle School, where you can park your cars to join in the celebration. The 
school has worked with the city and law enforcement on the parade route which 
can be accessed here. We encourage everyone to enjoy this wonderful parade 
and adhere to all social distancing guidelines during the festivities.


We are still planning a more traditional ceremony for our seniors and their 
families in August.  This ceremony will be dependent on the state’s social 
distancing guidance at that time. Additional details will be communicated as we 
get closer to the ceremony date.


Oregon Seal of Biliteracy awarded to Four members of the Class of 2020: 
First students in Molalla history to qualify for this honor

Four Molalla High School students from the graduating class of 2020 have 
qualified for the Oregon State Seal of Biliteracy.  They are Kiel David R. Martin, 
Yuleimi Maldonado, Jessica Salvador Lopez, and Sang Xing.  They are the first 
students in Molalla High School's history to qualify for this honor.  

The qualifications to earn the Seal are threefold:  1.  Students must meet all 
graduation requirements, 2.  Students must demonstrate proficiency in the 
English language by passing essential skills requirements, and 3.  Students must 
score intermediate high on a partner language exam in 4 domains: reading, 
writing, listening and speaking.  Each student met or exceeded these 
requirements in all areas.  

As a result of their fantastic achievement, each student will receive a special 
certificate from the Oregon Department of Education, have the Official Seal of 
Biliteracy affixed to their high school diploma, have an official notation on their 
high school transcript, and receive an honor medal to be worn at graduation.  

https://www.molallariv.k12.or.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_110703/Image/MHSGraduationParadeRoute-June_6.pdf
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These students have started a new tradition at Molalla High School and make us 
all proud to be Molalla Indians.   Well done!

Seismic Upgrade at Clarkes Elementary will begin in June 2020 

Soon, there will be a lot going on at Clarkes Elementary.  The planned seismic 
upgrade will officially begin on June 11th. As a reminder, the district applied for 
and received a grant to fund this important safety enhancement. The seismic 
upgrade and incremental safety enhancements will be completed with no impact 
to the school district budget. Over the last several weeks, our staff has worked 
tirelessly to prepare the inside of the building for the work to begin. The 
contractor hired for this work is projecting completion by the end of summer and 
in time for our students anticipated return to the building this Fall. In addition to 
the seismic upgrades, new safety upgrades will be made at the building 
entrance and a few exciting updates to the exterior of the school—a new front 
facia of the building, new roof line and in some places, new exterior siding too.  
The class artwork tiles that were part of the front entrance at Clarkes are being 
salvaged and kept safe with hopes to incorporate them into the school premises 
at a later time.  This is both an important and exciting upgrade and we will post 
construction progress reports and pictures on our Facebook page.


Help with Groceries? You may qualify for Pandemic EBT 

Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) provides families financial support to help cover the cost 
of groceries while school is closed.  This benefit is provided to ALL families 
whose children receive free and reduced price school meals in Oregon.  Our 
school district has been asked and has provided current enrollee information to 
the Oregon Department of Education (ODE). Families currently receiving free and 
reduced benefits are not required to take any additional action.   Benefits will 
begin to be dispersed at the end of May or early June.


Families that are not receiving free and reduced benefits, and believe they may 
qualify can file an application here: www.ode.state.or.us/apps/frlapp.


http://www.ode.state.or.us/apps/frlapp
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Online Kindergarten Registration 

Online Kindergarten registration is in full swing.  Registration opened on 
Monday, May 11th, and we are excited by all of the families that have already 
registered their new student for the Fall. If you know someone in our community 
with a kindergarten aged student, please help us spread the word by passing 
along this information.



